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Joplin High School

Journalism 1

One Unit of Credit for One Semester

Syllabus & Expectations

Instructor:


Mrs. Mary W. Crane

Classroom Location #:
Memorial Rm. 111
School Phone:

417-625-5230

Fax:



417-625-5230

E-mail:


mwcrane@joplin.k12.mo.us
High school website:
jhs.joplinschools.org

Instructor website:

mwcrane.weebly.com

Course Description:

The Journalism 1 class is the first of two semesters of journalistic training designed for those who might be interested in writing and working for either JHS student publication.  Content covered in Journalism 1 is built upon in Journalism 2.  
Prerequisites:
Journalism is a writing intensive course.  Students who have an IEP addressing writing concerns should not enroll in this course.

Each student will need to have strong writing skills; sophomores, juniors or seniors should have a minimum grade of B or C.  For success and continued enrollment, students should have no more than two missing grades per quarter; and fewer than two unauthorized absences per quarter.  Involvement in a middle school journalism club does not guarantee success in this program nor qualify someone for automatic eligibility.  Students who transfer from another school, must meet the eligibility requirements.

Major Course Objectives:

1.
Students will speak and write standard English.

2.
Students read, analyze, and evaluate nonfiction works and materials.

3.  
Students will participate in formal and informal presentations and discussions of ideas and issues.

4.
Students will identify and evaluate relationships between language and culture.
Course Goals and Topics Covered in the Course:

Material covered in this first semester will acquaint students with the inverted pyramid of traditional news writing, copy-editing, feature writing, more copy-editing and the basics of headline writing.  It is a writing-based class.  Students who currently struggle with writing in communication arts are cautioned; there will be A LOT of writing and practice writing in this class.
Readings & Resources:

A text will not be required for this course.  Students will reference resources provided by accessing the internet articles and worksheets provided for the class on www.livebinders.com and selecting the Journalism 1 binder.

Supplies and Fees:

Students will need their school issued laptops.

Evaluation of Course:

A.
Grading Scale

A………….. 90% to 100%

B………….. 80% to 89%

C…………...70% to 79%

D……………60% to 69%

F……………59% and below
B.  Grade Distribution 


40%  Participation, homework & class discussion

45%  Written work, i.e. stories & re-writes


15%  Final Project

Grading Special Note:

•  There will be periodic in-class assignments worth a few points that cannot be made up should a student be absent the day it is administered.

C.  Class Participation and Expectations:

•  No food or drink, except bottled water, is allowed in the classroom.

•  No cell phone use, is allowed.

•  Students are expected to be in their respective seats by the time the 

bell rings; failure to do so results in an unexcused tardy.  

•  Bathroom needs=take care of them between classes.  Assess the urgency 

of the need and take a tardy if the situation is a dire one and your return is after the bell rings.  No need to check in with me or ask my permission; make the decision for yourself.  No passes will be issued to the bathroom once class has begun; it will be an automatic tardy.  The final five minutes of class time can be used to have a pass for the bathroom.  Cell phones are to be left in the room when one leaves for the bathroom.

•  Students will respect the personal space of other students and Mrs. Crane.  Her desk and items on the desk or placed at the front of the room are NOT for student perusal.  

•  Students will be attentive to the needs of others around them.  We’re all still adjusting to this new normal and we all need to practice a certain measure of patience in our interactions with one another.  If you are having a particularly difficult day, let me know at the beginning of class.

D.  Special Projects, Writing Activities and Assessments

Students will conduct a few in-class interviews and write stories based on the information gathered.  With each major writing project, students will have opportunity to process editing and integrate into the re-write.  Time is allowed in class for composition of stories.  There will also be various quizzes to test student comprehension.
E.  Academic Dishonesty Policy
Students are expected to demonstrate honesty and integrity while in attendance at Joplin High School. Each student is expected to do his or her own work. This includes test-taking, homework, class assignments and the original creation of essays, compositions, term papers and scientific research. Sharing work with another student during tests, on in class essays or assignments, or on homework is considered cheating. Having access to answers or calculator or computer information constitutes intent to cheat. All work submitted by students should be a true reflection of their efforts and abilities. If submitted work is not, then the student has manifested unacceptable academic behavior. The following criteria are considered cheating: 

       • claiming credit for work not the product of one’s own honest effort

       • providing unwarranted access to materials or information so that credit may be  

           dishonestly claimed by others

       • knowledge and toleration of either of the foregoing.

Any behavior which can be defined as cheating represents a violation of mutual trust and respect essential to education at Joplin High School. Students who cheat should expect to be confronted by their teacher and/or a principal and receive the following penalties:

       • zero on the assignment 

       • notification of parents 

       • minimum 3-day assignment to ISD or ASD. If a student is found to have cheated a second time, the student will be referred to an assistant principal. Consequences may include: Dropped from the class, loss of credit and an “F” appearing on the transcript. No replacement course will be allowed.
F.  Late Work/Make-up Work

•  Assignments are due when stated.  If you know you will be gone when 

one is due, it is due prior to your absence.  Work handed in after 3:30 p.m. of the stated due date will be considered late and will be graded at half credit.
•  Students who are absent can check the virtual calendar on Mrs. Crane’s website, or by accessing schoolfusion on the school’s website, in order to find out what was covered on a given date.

•  Delinquent assignments can be made up for partial credit until the end of 

the quarter in which it was assigned; after that, a zero is entered and no allowance will be made for make up.  

THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT WORK ISSUED.  
Do the work when assigned.  

G.  Tutoring and Extra Help

Students can make appointments to come before school for added help.  Mrs. Crane is available to answer questions regarding content and how to write during the class sessions when in-class time is reserved for written assignments.
Schedule for Units of Study

1. News Leads

2. Interviewing

3. Punctuating quotes

4. Correct content check

5. Copy-editing

6. Feature stories

7. Headlines

8. Final project
